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Ladies and Gentlemen

On behall of the peaple of the Republic of Mauritius and on my own behalf, | would like to welcome you
all to this ICT Stakeholder Forum which is being hosted in Mauritius, [t is indeed a special privilege for
me to address you on the opening ceremony of this meeting, where the special focus is on the Least
Developed Countries, the 1.DCs.

Several struclural changes are taking place today across the world. One of the most important one is
globalization. New technologies and the digitalization of many processes are creating unprecedented
challenges in terms of economical and political paradigms. 1CTs  through the borderless
telecommunications capabilities are pervading all geographical barriers Lo make the world a global
marketplace. The digital ceonomy has a growth potential for the global gross national product (GNP} of
many countries, of which the LDXCs cannot be an exception. Countries which perceive the digital highway
as one of the vectors of growth and which harness its potential to the fullest, will definitely have that
marked edpe which guarantees growth, Adapting to this new phenomenon within the shortest span of
time is the sine qua non condition for getting out of underdevelopment and ensure prosperity of people.

The primary challenge therefore, is to be among the leaders in his field. In this respect, Government
worldwide, and in particular in the LDCs, are under the constant pressure of defining and reviewing their
ICT policy and regulatory frameworks in order to ensure that they do not miss out on the benefits and
opportunities that lie ahead, There is thus growing consensus worldwide that what used to be an
obligation al some point in time with regard to the provision of universal service and universal access, has
now to be made an opportunity. | strongly believe that the rampant digital divide *epidemic’ as oblained
in mainly of the LIDCs has to be transformed into a digital breakthrough,

In this regard in order o address the policy and regulatory challenges precisely, I feel that the regrouping
of stakeholders involved in the policy formulation for the region under a forum of this Kind is highly
laudable, Such forum will enable every member state to address pertinent issues of common interests
from a wider perspective. Above all, [ believe that this forum may become one of ¢hoice to forcefully
canvey the views and opinions of the individual members from the LDCs on matters of common interest,
in even international fora,

The 1CT stakeholder forum is coming at a point in time where, in Mauritius, the Government has
spearheaded a number major policies and strategies for the ICT sector, A number of these policies have
already taken the form of innovative initiatives and have started stimulating positive changes in the local
ICT seetor, We would be only too glad to share this experience with our peers with the same enthusiasm
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