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Ladies and Gentlemen, Hon Ministers,

Introduction

The widespread availability and convergence of information and communication
technologies - computers, digital networks, telecommunication, television, etc. - have led
to unprecedented capacity for dissemination of knowledge and information. But the
benefits of ICTs, it is estimated, has only reached only about 5% of the world's
population.

There is the potential of ICTs helping countries to reach the targets established by world
leaders at the Millennium Summit - the Millennium Development Goals. The
presentations at this conference will help highlight exactly how ICTs are being used to
achieve MDGs. | will not go into detail about this as the people sitting before me
probably a |ot more expertise in the area than | dol

At this peint let me give you an overview of the Commonwealth and the work of the CBC,

About the Commonwealth

53 countries

Leaders in ICTs including India, South Africa, UK, Canada etc
Commen language - English

Similar legal and accounting practices

“The Commonwealth Factor”

About CBC

« CHOGM Edinburgh 1997
« Bridge between governments and private sector
+ \Works in partnership

About CBC and ICT4D

+ In September 2000 the Commonwealth Heads of Government of the High Level
Review Group (HLG) moved to tackle the problem of the digital divide by
establishing an Expert Group on Information Technology. In their meeting in
Coolum, Australia in 2002, Heads of Government accepted the
Recommendations on the Commonwealth Action Programme for the Digital
Divide (CAPDD).



As one of the Recommendations, the Heads of Government mandated that a
high-level forum on the Digital Divide be held prior to CHOGM 2003 comprising
Commonwealth governments, representatives of international aid agencies and
business, individual entrepreneurs and civil society organisations.

In response to this recommendation the Commonwealth Business Council hosted
a two-day summit in Landon, bringing together all stakeholders - representatives
from governments, the private sector, civil society organisations, and international
aid/development agencies, as well as individual entrepreneurs - o discuss the
CAPDD, to renew political momentum to the advancement of ICTs in the
Commonwealth and to promote co-operative action among stakeholders.

The recommendations were presented to the Commaonwealth Heads of
Government meeting in Abuja and were adopted in full by the Heads of

Government.

The Recommencdations include;

1. The Commonwealth should aim fo focus on efforts in support of national
and local initiatives in Electronic Governance (eGovernance) for Good
Governance and in national information technology sfrategies
{eStrategies).

2, Commonwaealth governments should address public private partnerships
(PPPs) as a core mechanism for capacity buifding and socio-acohomic
development and shoufd mainstream ICTs into their broader development
Strategifes.

3. The Commonwealth should aim to fend support for eSchools and Online
Learning as a practical mechanism for the enfrancement and promotion of

skifts and capacity Buifding.

4. The Commonwealth should take a leadership role in promoting the use
of ICTs in development within the Commonwealth and globally.

But at the Summit there was a distinct air of frustration that there had been
enough talking and that it was now the time for action and implementation. This
feeling was mirrored at the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
where delegates felt increasingly disillusioned and impatient for concrete resuilts

on the “Digital Divide",
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