World Telecommunication Day

The theme for this year's World Telecommunication Day is

“Creating an Equitable Information Society: Time for Action.”

In choosing this theme for World Telecommunication Day 20085, the members of
the International Telecommunication Union [ITU) have shaped the vision of making
Information and Communication Technologies accessible to all by pamg the way
towards im) of the commitments enshrined in the Dectaration of

pdnpwdmmaﬁ'sthm‘id&lmmrtm the Information Society held in Geneva
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knowledge is equitably spread is already underway especially in accessibility,
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in 2004. Mobile phone subscribers have increased
from 280,000 in 2001 to 525,000 in 2004.
International accessibility for its part has been
facilitated by a dramatic drop in charges both

in conventional telsphony and Intermet telephony. O
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Action taken has been at the level of policy, infrastructure
development and regulation:

POLICY:

End af in tedscommunications sector brought forwand by @ year
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» Establishment of a conducive legisiative framework.

- legisiative

Electronic Transactions Act 2000

ICTA Act 2001

Postal Services Act 2002
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to be & biueprint for ICT sector development up to 2008

> Introduction of technology-neutral licensing regulation
INFRASTRULTURE:
» Commissioning of SAFE/SAT3 WASC undersea optical fibre to provide
CONMECtivity
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> of satelite earth stations to increase international circuits for
an international connectivity

» Introduction of optical fibre in the national core public network:
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» Introduction of per-second billing in the consumer's intergst

» Process estabshed for regular consultations with stakeholders and open-
house sessions

» Setting up of Community Access Points

» Facilitating introduction of new services (3G, MMS)

What next 7
IN PROGRESS:
= Promotion of Internet access for an Equitable Information Society through
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= Ensuring safe and secure on-ine transsctions within 8 Mauritian Public
Kay infrastructure framework for the promation of a-commance
> .mu country code top evel domain [ccTLD) to be redelegated to Mauntus

The above actions have been possible though the concerted

. efforts of the policy-maker, industry and consumers, amaongst

other stakeholders.



